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CONSENT AGREEMENT
LEGAL AUTHORITY

This Consent Agreement is proposed and entered into under the authority vested in the
Administrator of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (“EPA”) by Section 311(b)(3) and
311(b)(6)(B)(i) of the Clean Water Act (“the Act”), as amended, 33 U.S.C. § 1321(b)(3) and
1321(b)(6)(B)(i), and under the authority provided by 40 C.F.R. § 22.13(b), 22.18(b)(2) and (3),
and 22.50(a)(1) and (b). The Administrator has delegated these authorities to the Regional
Administrator of EPA, Region III, who has in turn delegated them to the Director of the Region’s
Hazardous Site Cleanup Division (“Complainant™).

Factual Allegations and Conclusions of Law

1. For the purpose of this proceeding, and with the exception of Paragraph 12,
below, Respondent neither admits nor denies the following factual allegations and conclusions of
law, but expressly waives its rights to contest said allegations.

2. CenturyLink Communication, LLC (“Respondent”), a subsidiary of CenturyLink,
Inc., is incorporated in the state of Delaware. Respondent’s corporate headquarters are located at
100 Century Link Drive, Monroe, Louisiana, 71203.
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Waiver of Rights

For the purpose of this proceeding, Respondent:

12. Admits the jurisdictional allegations in this Consent Agreement and agrees not to
contest EPA’s jurisdiction with respect to the execution of this Consent Agreement, the issuance
of the attached Final Order, and the enforcement of this Consent Agreement and the
accompanying Final Order.

13. Waives the right to a hearing under Section 311(b)(6)(B)(i) of the Act, 33 U.S.C.
§ 1321(b)(6)(B)(i), and to appeal any Final Order in this matter under Section 311(b)(6)(G)(i) of
the Act, 33 U.S.C.§ 1321(b)(6)(G)(i), and consents to the issuance of a Final Order without
further adjudication.

Penalty

14. Section 311(b)(6) of the Act, as amended, 33 U.S.C. §1321(b)(6), authorizes EPA
to assess administrative penalties for violations of Section 311(b)(3) of the Act. Complainant
proposes, and Respondent consents to, the assessment of a civil penalty of $7,879.00 The civil
penalty is based upon Complainant’s consideration of a number of factors including the penalty
criteria set forth in Section 311(b)(8) of the Act, 33 U.S.C. § 1321(b)(8), and has been calculated
in accordance with Section 311(b)(6)(B)(i) of the Act, 33 U.S.C. § 1321(b)(6)(B)(i), as amended
by the Debt Collection Improvement Act of 1996, as implemented by Adjustment of Civil
Monetary Penalties for Inflation, 40 C.F.R. Part 19, and with EPA’s Civil Penalty Policy For
Section 311(b)(3) and Section 311(j) of the Clean Water Act, dated August 1998.

Pavment Terms

Based on the foregoing, the parties, in their own capacity or by their attorneys or
authorized representatives, hereby agree that:

15. Within thirty (30) days of the effective date of the Final Order, Respondent shall
pay the amount of $7,879.00 by means of a cashier’s or certified check, or by electronic funds
transfer (EFT). If paying by check, Respondent shall submit a cashier’s or certified check,
payable to “Environmental Protection Agency,” and bearing the notation “OSLTF — 311.” If
Respondent sends payment by the U.S. Postal Service, the payment shall be addressed to:

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Fines and Penalties

Cincinnati Finance Center

P.O. Box 979077

St. Louis, MO 63197-9000

Contact: Heather Russell, (513) 487-2044
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U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

Date: m 18 2016

Lueckenhoff, Acting Director
azardous Site Cleanup Division
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FINAL ORDER

Complainant, the Acting Director of the Hazardous Site Cleanup Division, U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency, Region III, and Respondent, CenturyLink Communications,
LLC, have executed a document entitled “Consent Agreement,” which I hereby ratify as a
Consent Agreement in accordance with the Consolidated Rules of Practice Governing the
Administrative Assessment of Civil Penalties and the Revocation/Termination or Suspension of
Permits (“Consolidated Rules of Practice™), 40 C.F.R. Part 22 (with specific reference to Section
22.13(b), 22.18(b)(2) and (3), and 22.50(a)(1) and (b)). The terms of the foregoing Consent
Agreement are hereby accepted by the undersigned and incorporated by reference into this Final
Order as if fully set forth at length herein.

Based upon the representations of the parties in the attached Consent Agreement, the
penalty agreed to therein is based upon consideration of, inter alia, EPA’s Civil Penalty Policy
for Section 311(b)(3) and Section 311(j) of the Clean Water Act (August 1998) and the statutory
factors set forth in Section 311(b)(8) of the Clean Water Act, 33 U.S.C. § 1321(b)(8).

NOW, THEREFORE, PURSUANT TO Section 311(b)}(6)(B)(i) of the Clean Water
Act, 33 U.S.C. § 1321(b)(6)(B)(i), and the Consolidated Rules of Practice, IT IS HEREBY
ORDERED that Respondent pay a penalty of SEVEN THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED
AND SEVENTY-NINE DOLLARS ($7,879.00), plus any applicable interest, as specified in
the Consent Agreement, and comply with the terms and conditions of the Consent Agreement.











